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Sir: 

Applicants hereby petition for consideration of the Information Disclosure Statement 
submitted herewith. As the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement is being filed 
subsequent to the issuance of a Notice of Allowance and prior to the payment of the issue 
fee, a petition fee in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p) is enclosed herewith. 

In addition, the undersigned hereby certifies that each item of information contained 
in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from 
the French Patent Office in connection with the subject application's counterpart French 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on September 1^T2B04 . 



Dated: September 1 7, 2004 
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Accordingly, it is hereby requested that the accompanying Information Disclosure 
Statement be considered with respect to the above-identified application. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. SS1.56. 1.97 and 1.98 



Sir: 



Applicants, in order to meet their duty of disclosure, set forth at 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, 
submit herewith those references which they deem relevant to the claims of the present 
application. 

The relevant references are as follows: 

1. U.S. Patent No.: 4,238,433 (to Hillig, et al.) 

2. JP3252362A 

3. JP9052777A 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on Septemberl7^3j)04 . 



Dated: September 1 7, 2004 
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It is noted that in the case of the two Japanese references, English abstracts are being 
submitted together with copies of the Japanese publications. 

Applicants respectfully request that the above-mentioned references be made of 
record in the file of the present application. To that end, applicants submit herewith the 
aforementioned references and the completed Form PTO-1449, setting forth these 
references. 

Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the issuance of the 
Notice of Allowance and prior to the payment of the issue fee, accompanying this 
Information Disclosure Statement is a Petition and Certification pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 
(c), (e) that the information presented in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from the French Patent Office in connection with a corresponding French 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

Consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement is respectfully requested, 
since the information provided herein may be material to the patentability of the subject 
application as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56. 
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400 Garden City Plaza 
Garden City, New York 1 1530 
(516) 742-4343 
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